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Member Of Parl iament, Malkajgiri
Mem ber, Parliamentary Standing Com mittee On Defence

30" Aug 2020,

Shri Narendra Modi Ji
Subject: Seeking Central Bureau of Investigation & Central Electricity Authority inquiry in
Srisailam Power Plant fire mishap to find both the criminal conspiracy & the technical
failures that lead to the tragic incident.
Respected Sir,
Srisailam hydroelectric power plant with capacity 1670MV located at Telangana-Andhra
border with 900MW installed capacity for pumped-storage operation in Telangana side &
the the capacity of 770MW, on the Andhra side, is one of the most essential sources of
power generation in both states. The objective of the project was to meet the increasing
demand for electric power (particularly during peak hours) by constructing a pumped-up
power plant that would utilize the Srisailam Reservoir as its upper reservoir and the
Nagarjugasagar Reservoir as its lower reservoir continued by Pulichintala with 170 MV,
effectively utilizing the river flow rate, and thereby contributing to the industrial
development and better electricity supply to the res idents of the state. As per the AP
Reorganization Act, 2014, Telangana's share in hydel power is 53.89 per cent and Andhra
Pradesh gets 46.11 per cent of hydel power total generated. Both the water sharing and
power-sharing between the two-state is managed by Krishna River Management Board.
As you are aware, on 20th August, a tragic & avoidable incident took place in the
underground station of Srisailam hydroelectric power plant in Telangana where 9
employees lost their lives and huge damage to the equipment worth hundreds of crores
was caused due to the negligence of the state authorities involved.
Srisailam power plant even after being the most essential sources of power generation
lacked basic safety provisions including fire alarm alert, fire suppression system, fire
hazard risk assessment, emergency action plan and training of the employees for
emergency situations as per the 'Recommended Practice for Fire Protection for
Hydroelectric Generating Power' mentioned in the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) Code number 850.
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Member Of Parliament, Malkajgiri
Member, Parliamentary Standing Comm itt ee On Defence

For the past several years, multiple red flags were raised about the poor maintenance of
accompanying structures, including the structural integrity of the dam itself, on which the
plant is built. Concerns were also raised at the 39th meeting of the National Committee on
Dam Safety (NCDS) in February 2019 but the State Government of Telangana failed to act.
Telangana State Government has not been paying its dues to TRANSCO for past several
years.Thus
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but due to lack of funds, GENCO failed to address these concerns thus

resulting in this accident.
Several lapses on the part of state authorities lead to these 9 deaths & the huge damage to
the state property. Had if the officials had responded to the warnings given, on time, this
loss of life and public property could have been avoided. This mishap is the result of
negligence on the part of the state government.

Therefore I would like to request you that

1. Looking at the seriousness of the matter an impartial inquiry into the incident by the
Central Bureau of Investigation should be initiated at the earliest to probe the above-listed
lapse and negligence by the officers involved/responsible. It is also important to investigate

the alleged corruption in the Power purchases by the Telangana Energy Department and
Telangana Power Utility Corporations. Whether a decrease in power production due to the
mishap is in any way facilitating the business of the private players involved in power
production.
2. An independent body constituted by the Central Electricity Authority, a team of experts in
fire safety, fire hazard assessment, power generation and related disciplines, with no
conflicts of interest must investigate the technical lapse which leads to this tragic
in~
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3, During the investigation, it is also important to note that the current Chairman and
Managing Director of TRANSCO & GENCO MR. Prabhakar Rao is a non technical retired
employee of TRANSCO from financial department and not a Principle Secretary level IAS
officer which are/were usually appointed at such post. It was a political appointment to
control the tenders & decision-making process of TRANSCO & GENCO by the state
government and therefore the appointment too should be investigated by the appropriate
agency.
Telangana State Government has directed CID to conduct an inquiry on the lapses and
negligence of the officials that lead to the incident, but we must understand that it will
never take action against Senior State Officials involved and neither has its technical
competence in the matter. The internal inquiry by GENCO is another eyewash. It is
noteworthy that Mr Rughma Reddy chairman of internal enquiry committee is a retired
employee of TRANSCO and therefore expecting a fair inquiry into the matter seems
impossible. Justice will never be delivered without an independent and impartial inquiry.
Therefore, I once again request you to issue appropriate directions for conducting a
transparent investigation by the Central Bureau of Investigation and independent experts to
understand the reasons for the tragic incident that took place at Sris~ilam Hydro Power
Generation Unit and the allegations of corruption in Power purchase deals from Private
Power Producers by Telangana Energy Department/Telangana Power Utility Corporations.
Thanking You & Regards

To
Shri Narendra Modi Ji
Hon,ble Prime Ministry of India
New Delhi
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